
In a hectic world, Gloster lets you create an environment that is

not confined by walls, but defined by a sense of personal space,

an oasis of peace, relaxation and freedom.

View the outside as an extension of your home, an expression of

your individual style, every bit as important as any other room in

the house, and then furnish it with beautiful things.

Choose from Outdoor Lounge, Sling, Metal, Woven or Teak furniture

in a variety of styles, from the traditional to the contemporary.

And remember, outside is a far tougher environment than inside,

so accept nothing but the best. Gloster

choose a  space
under  the  open sky

and make i t  your  own



50 years .  I t  sounds  l i ke  a  l i fe t ime,  ye t  in
many ways  i t  comes around in  the b l ink  o f  an
eye. . .

We f i r s t  s ta r ted mak ing fur n i tu re  exact l y  f i f t y
years  ago in  West  Af r ica  in  1960.  Fi r s t l y  jus t
fo r  loca l  market  consumpt ion but  then,  when
we r ea l i sed we were  actua l l y  qu i te  good at  i t ,
fo r  expor t  to  Europe.  From the s tar t  we were
a lways  both  env i r onmenta l l y  and e th ica l l y
aware  -  we even used the d i scarded branches
and t r ee  s tumps,  wh ich would  o ther wise  have
been burnt ,  to  make the smal le r  components .

Wi th in  ten years  we became the la rges t
fu r n i tu re  producer  in  Af r ica  supp ly ing
components  and f in i shed fur n i tu re  to  many of
the top indoor  brands  in  Europe.

Th i r t y  years  ago,  in  1981,  we s tar ted the
Glos te r  b rand.  From qu i te  humble  roots ,  we
manufactured t rad i t iona l  teak garden
benches  in  Br i s to l ,  Eng land and once aga in
were  soon expor t ing our  fu r n i tu re  a l l  a round
the wor ld .  In  the  1970’s  we t rans fe r r ed our
Af r ican fac tor y ’ s  exper t i se  to  As ia  so  that  we
could  have access  to  the p lantat ion grown
teak that  was  on ly  ava i lab le  in  Indones ia .

Over  the  80’s  and 90’s  Glos te r  g rew to  be
the pr inc ip le  h igh end wor ld  w ide brand for
teak outdoor  fu r n i tu re .  At  the  end of  the
1990’s  Glos te r  d i vers i f ied  in to  d i f fe r ent  t ypes
of  fu r n i tu re  and now,  f i f t y  years  s ince we
s tar ted,  we are  wor ldwide leaders  in  teak,
woven,  a luminum, s ta in less  s tee l  and now
outdoor  lounge fur n i tu re .

Many compet i to rs  have come and gone in  th i s
t ime,  ye t  G los te r,  jus t  l i ke  our  fu r n i tu re ,
endures .  And,  as  i t  was  r ight  a t  the  s tar t ,  we
remain commit ted to  green and e th ica l
po l ic ies  in  ever y th ing we do.
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ABOUT GLOSTER
Gloster's origins as furniture makers go back more than 40 years and
today the Gloster name is synonymous worldwide with the best design
and the highest quality in outdoor furniture.

Key to our philosophy is the belief that outdoor furniture is as important
a style statement as indoor furniture, hence our range incorporates both
classic and modern designs to cater for all tastes and requirements.
From the traditional to the contemporary, there is something for
everyone in the Gloster range.

Whilst we are well known for our teak furniture, recent years have seen
the arrival in our range of the, alternative and modern, materials of
sling, stainless steel, aluminium and man-made wicker fibre.

However, whatever the raw material used, we believe that quality is
everything - we do not cut any corners or manufacture our products to
any price-point. You will be able to find cheaper outdoor furniture, but
you will not find better… 

We hope that you choose Gloster furniture for your home or garden,
and having done so we are confident that you will enjoy it for many
years to come.

MANUFACTURING
Gloster furniture is selected by the most demanding customers who
insist on the best and so we believe that we have to be the ver y best in
all that we do - starting with the manufacturing.

Gloster has its own factory near Surabaya in Java, Indonesia which we
started nearly 20 years ago. Here we use both traditional and modern
methods to achieve production standards that usually well exceed those
of most other indoor and outdoor furniture manufacturers. The factor y
is located close to the teak plantations, is run by a European
management team and employs over 800 people.

In addition to teak, Gloster is expert in the use of a variety of materials
for the manufacture of our furniture. Extensive use is made of stainless
steel, powder coated aluminium, man-made wicker and sling material
and there are specialist departments within the factor y entirely devoted
to the working of these materials to the same high standards as our
teak components.

We also work in partnership with a few select manufacturers who have
specialist skills and techniques that we do not have in our own
manufacturing plant. These factories have been chosen because of their
ability to produce the highest quality consistent with our standards.

Every piece of Gloster furniture is manufactured to our high standards
by skilled furniture makers and each item is hand finished to guarantee
years of service in demanding conditions.

TEAK & THE ENVIRONMENT
Teak trees are not indigenous to Indonesia but climatic conditions on
Java are ideal for growing teak. Teak was originally introduced to the
islands by Buddhist monks, some 700 years ago. When the Dutch
colonized Indonesia in the 19th Century, they soon realized the
opportunity to establish large plantations and introduced the plantation
management systems that are still in use today.

continued on next page...
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Teak plantations are really no different than any other crop, except that
the growing cycle is far longer. Within the plantations, the trees are
continuously cared for by the local population and over their lifetime
the trees are regularly pruned and the integrity of the plantations
carefully maintained. This ultimately results in a better quality of timber
- healthier wood, straighter grain and with less knots. Ideal for use in
outdoor furniture.

We take great care that all our manufacturing activities follow good
environmental practices for the good of our people and of the local
communities.

DESIGNERS
Of course, great manufacturing is wasted without great design. Gloster
currently works with several world-renown designers to create timeless,
elegant furniture. 

John Caldwell
Grown by its namesake John Caldwell, the John Caldwell Design
Company has successfully expanded in its own right from the first
commercial design sold by John at the age of 19. Always interested in
using the latest light-weight, durable, and easy to clean materials for
his outdoor lines, John Caldwell has enjoyed and indeed currently
enjoys a successful and long term relationship with Gloster.

John Caldwell's design approaches have varied widely to solve the needs
of Gloster's increasingly complex design assignments. Currently working
on designs which require highly tooled die cast, molded plastic
components and fabricated wood and metal products, John Caldwell
and his team continue to play an important part in Gloster's
development.

Povl Eskildsen
Povl began gathering furniture design & production knowledge over two
decades ago whilst working in his fathers furniture factor y. Having
furthered a significantly 'hands-on' early interest in furniture design with
the appropriate education. Povl studied and graduated in furniture
design from the School of Architecture in Aarhus, Denmark in 1986.

Since this time Povl has worked extensively, purely as a freelance
designer. Continuously developing his talent and exhaustively pursuing
new concepts within his own studio, Povl has worked with many
international furniture factories culminating in a successful and
productive relationship with Gloster.

Mark Gabbertas 
Mark Gabbertas is an award winning furniture designer based in
London. Having previously worked in advertising, he changed careers
and trained to be a cabinetmaker over 15 years ago.

Mark has a fundamental understanding of manufacturing techniques
and is enthused by the prospect of pushing the boundaries of these as
far as possible. An intrinsic part of Marks design process is the belief
that at all times, the design of an object is governed by an appreciation
of the commercial realities that surround it. He believes passionately
that if a great design does not sell, perhaps it is not such a great
design. Marks flagship project with Gloster, Eclipse, only substantiates
this concept.

Mark Gabbertas 
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